UG BT A=

JEG AL

More than Gold

Lo

WWW.Ud’E.DT'.ET

QoYL



JNEIES

3

K0
0
00
=<

q

ol
=

A

].

L
T

oA

More than Gold
(© RBC Ministries
1200814 6 28

4 : 200814 67 23

]

o ) - |
o=
3l
=)

2l
ut
=

7ol
_|.._A.|

==
1o

-

(031)780-9565~8

Q1 2f x| : AT
(02)392-4232



U2t/ 4

S0/ /5
A1F(2) BEH} 278171 (RUN WITH HORSES) - vovvvveee e 7
A1F (3 97 E4E 4 12742 2(HOW CAN I FORGIVE?) ---9
ALF(F) A2l BN (GIVE IT ATRY) - oo 11
AF(5) ﬁﬂ °] &< oFAl= albd (HE KNOWS YOUR NAME) -+-13
A1F(2) ) SHPAZHLIFE S FINISH LINE) -+ 15
cehtde] 245 BE 4 /M o/ 16
H2F(9) AFg2 ol FA LN (LOVE HURTS!) - -vvvvvvveeeee 21
A27(3}) D7) B9 =% F57)(TRAN TO FINISH STRONG) ---23
A2F () M2 ofolt]o] 78 (NEW IDEAS NEEDED) -+++----+ 25
A2F(5) €744 @27 (FINISH THE RACE) -+ ooeeeeeeeee 27
A27F(F) W B-& XTI BEAT MY BODY) + e 29

AL LD 7 ol %/ 30
A)3F(D) B (WALKING AWAY) v 35
A35(3h) FH2E @2 (GO FOR THE GOLD!) ++ovvvveeeeeee 37
A|3F(57) @A19] B2 2 (YOUR LAST DAY) «oeeeeeeeness 39
A|3F(5) E¢ AH (A MYSTERY SOLVED) =« eeeeeeeneees 41
A3F(F) Bl SAEMPTY PROOF) +++vvvsoeeeesseeeeneeeenes 43
s ehibdol Qzto g oA g W @ 7HA ol %/ 44
A4F(F) o|ie} v 2 A2 §ltHNO GREATER LOVE) -------- 49
A47(3}) A% 2opEe] (FINISH STRONG) v 51
A4F(5) Tl A% (TO BE CONTINUED) e 53
Al4F(5) SAHHY 7% (LOST PRAYERS) «wvvvvveeeeeeeeeene 55

A45(F) 22d W A7) JJeHTHERE WHEN YOU NEED IT)----57
N ERAGE e E 7 ol f/ 58
« 941 BA D7)/ 62

EAO2Zlelel 04

==



EIdoNy

& golste] A9
Fun AT AP
A7t St elel 2

1215 Algstelet

A7) Aol Aoyt oWl &

A AHES Bobr =S . godd Eed
de 25 b2 ex9] ¢4 Al "E 7 olf ke
W8-S Aol A3 Aol =xo] HuAt AFU. o
W AP 2 2AAE AFESke ARECAl A=
2 HFE g e Aoz AUy, 25
Fe AE Hoke AlEo] Tom A =S T
AQUeh. FESA ez By e, 73 arkdd
AQUet. 524 o2 4% s Sl 7=
AS 259 P& 2 d8otMA nfdmid Zadh 4ol
e Ao rigy



Soli7to

1941717} AEoidt 25 Zifso] WS} wo2 w28
& I7lel WIEE0] £5A7E B8 M= d3lsiy olsst
£ 7135 wEoji e B 7/Ka st 2 o
A et =8g g 2w 1500099 d A
<49 A7 939 ug) 9] el aglao] of
gl A 12 Fol o] Foid AL HokFUTh

140l M 241789 A7) Zrlstel AR AR
S3go] AL YR U3 AxFUL. £ @A
olelollAd MAE 20043 &8 A7lele 201705l A
10,6257 0] #7tsle] &8l GFL H3le] 715 A%
Ut} 278 287} Als AAdA 2 TR vjad &
DE AE FHE AN 2YoldHUth

<99 A7l P AAAES 3T ALE 371 $
& FHE AFEA Axz=u Pro7 HueFo vFEy
AUl L3I &g sud FAE B4 I
Ao 5479 TS Tt RE AU AlEEo]
Yz grolso]olst 4ko] wig A
A A upgolghe Alge] U 2 22 254719 7}
A& $2l9] &l vlH 5L

‘FERAM DA Ee Ao

At o5e] P Y gomn nhg
Zo] AATR EuAQ ZAAge W Uuld gl
7 ok



Week 1 I n the Olympic Games, the greatest
Monday runners of the world compete for
gold medals and laurel wreaths. Long

RUN WITH before the final race, competitions are

HORSES held in countries throughout the world
to weed out those who are not fast

READ: enough to compete. At the Games, the

Jeremiah 12:1-5 fastest of the fast qualify for the final
competition.

If you have run with The prophet Jeremiah was also

;he footmen, and they —jnyolved in a fierce competition—but

ave wearied you, then . . .

how can you contend 1t Was with idolaters and wicked

with horses? priests. He was responding to the

—Jeremiah 12:5 Lord’s call to condemn Judah and to
predict her downfall. He became so
discouraged that he asked the Lord,
“Why does the way of the wicked
prosper? Why are [they] happy?”
(12:2).

That’s when God said to Jeremiah, in essence, “The com-
petition has just begun. So far you’ve been dealing with minor
issues (running with footmen). How will you handle it when
the really tough stuff comes (contending with horses)?”

Perhaps you’ve run into some difficulties recently: your
boss, an illness, conflicts in your church. You’ve pleaded
with the Lord for relief. But He may have said in response,
“Toughen up. Dig in. It may get worse.” When He asks you
to “run with horses,” He will be with you to strengthen and
sustain you. That’s what God does. —Dave Egner

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase;
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,

To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace. —Flint

| press toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus. —Philippians 3:14
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Week 1 Some of life’s hurts are so deep and
Tuesday painful that to forgive the people
who caused them seems impossible.
How CAN Yet Jesus says that we can’t expe-
| FORGIVE? rience His forgiveness if we have an
unforgiving spirit.
READ: In World War 11, Corrie Ten Boom
Matthew 18:21-35 and her sister Betsie were arrested for
concealing Jews and were sent to a
Ifyoudonotforgive  German concentration camp. Betsie
men their trespasses,  died a slow and terrible death as a
neither will your Father  rgsylt of the cruel treatment.
forgive your trespasses. Then, in 1947, Corrie spoke about
—Matthew 6:15 God’s forgiveness to a church in
Munich. Afterward, a man sought her
out. She recognized him as one of the
guards who had mistreated her and
Betsie. He told her that he had become
a Christian, and with extended hand he
asked for her forgiveness. Corrie struggled with her feelings,
but when she recalled the words of Jesus in Matthew 6:15,
she knew she had to forgive. She silently prayed, “Jesus, help
me!” and thrust her hand into the hand of her former
tormentor.

Someone has said, “Forgiveness is not a case of ‘holy
amnesia’ that wipes out the past. Instead, it is the experience
of healing that drains the poison from the wound.” God asks
us to do for others what He has done for us through Jesus
Christ. He’ll give us strength to forgive. —Dennis De Haan

Lord Jesus, give us grace each day
That we may follow in Your way,
Especially when some unloved soul
Needs our forgiving to be whole. —D. De Haan

Because we all need forgiveness,
we should all be quick to forgive.
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Week 1
Wednesday
GIVEITATRY

READ:
James 2:14-20

As we have
opportunity, let us
do good to all.
—Galatians 6:10

he people of Greece wanted

another winner. It was their
Olympic Games, after all. The year
was 1896, and amid political turmoil
Baron Pierre de Coubertin had ener-
gized them to revive the ancient
Olympic Games.

In these, the first version of what
would become the modern Olympic
Games, Greece had an excellent
chance at winning the discus. Their
man, Paraskevopoulos, seemed clearly
the best. His toss of 94 feet, 11 2/3
inches appeared to be unreachable.
Nobody came close—until an upstart
from the USA, Robert Garrett by
name, decided to enter a discus com-
petition for the first time in his life. He
uncoiled his body in an unorthodox

movement and flung the disc 95 feet, 7 1/2 inches. He did
not know it, but he was the best discus-tosser in the world.

How often do we find ourselves in Garrett’s shoes, given
an opportunity to do something big? Perhaps someone asks
us to join a small group at a church, and we’re afraid. Maybe
we want to strike up a conversation with a neighbor—per-
haps leading to a spiritual discussion, and we’re hesitant.

Instead, as Garrett did, we should give it a try—and per-
haps in the process win a victory for God’s name that will
surprise even us. —Dave Branon

No service in itself is small,
None great, though earth it fill;
But that is small that seeks its own,
And great that does God’s will. —Anon.

10

We are at our best when we serve others.
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Week 1 ow many stars are there?
Thursday Astronomers don’t know. They
simply assure us that the cosmos con-

HE KNOWS tains more stars than can be num-
YOUR NAME bered. Billions for sure—probably
trillions!
READ: Figures like that are hard for us
Psalm 147:1-9 to grasp. Even a million is mind-
boggling. If you were counting a mil-
He heals the broken- lion $1 bills at the rate of 60 a minute
hearted. ... He for 8 hours a day 5 days a week, it
counts the number would take you nearly 7 weeks to
of the stars; He calls complete the task. At the same rate it
them all by name. would take over 133 years to count a
~Pealm 14734 billion dollars.

Scripture declares that God, the

Maker of the sun and moon, “made the

stars also” (Genesis 1:16). It like-

wise declares that He “brings out their

host by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness

of His might and the strength of His power; not one is miss-
ing” (Isaiah 40:26).

So if we ever wonder whether God is able to carry us with
all our burdens, let us remember that He is the sovereign of
the stars. Surely He who is the guide of the galaxies can deal
with our situations.

If the skies are clear tonight, look heavenward and be
thankful that the God who calls each star by name knows,
loves, and cares for you. —Vernon Grounds

I sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule by day;
The moon shines full at His command,
And all the stars obey. —Watts

12
The One who upholds the universe

will never let you down.
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Week 1 e’re all confronted with
Friday deadlines! Bills must be paid,

licenses renewed, tax returns filed—

LIFE'S the list goes on and on.

FINISH LINE One deadline we all face is of
supreme importance, however. The

READ: Bible says, “It is appointed for men to

Luke 12:16-21 die once, but after this the judgment”
(Hebrews 9:27).

Prepare to meet your Except for believers who are living

God. when Jesus returns (1 Thessalonians

—Amos 4112 4:16-17), everyone will die. And all

people from the beginning of history
will stand before God in judgment.
How foolish to neglect the prepara-
tion necessary for this inevitable
accounting!
In Luke 12, Jesus told a parable of
a rich man who planned to build big-
ger barns to store all his earthly goods so that he could live
out his days in pleasure and ease. But God unexpectedly
announced, “Fool! This night your soul will be required of
you” (Luke 12:20). His ultimate deadline had arrived.

Are you ready to meet God? If you’ve never received
Christ as your personal Savior, do so without delay! Believe
that He shed His blood on the cross to forgive your sins, and
that He conquered death by rising from the grave. Ask Him
to save you. Then you can face life’s finish line—our final
deadline—with perfect confidence. —Richard De Haan

Life is uncertain,
Death is sure;
Sin the cause,
Christ the cure. —Anon.

14
Don’t wait till the last minute to repent—

any moment may be your last.
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Week 2 ometimes love sure hurts!” The
Monday mother and father were express-
ing the difficulties and heartaches of

I guiding their children through their
LOVE HURTS! teen years. “Maybe if we didn’t love

them quite so much it wouldn’t be so
READ: hard,” the man added.
1 John 4:7-16 Even though love brings pain and
sorrow, what would life be without
Thisis My command- jt? In his book The Four Loves,
ment, that you love C. S. Lewis wrote:

one another as | have “To love at all is to be vulnerable.
loved you. Love anything and your heart will be
—John 15:12

wrung and possibly be broken. If you
want to make sure of keeping it intact,
you must give your heart to no one,
not even an animal. Wrap it carefully
around with hobbies and little luxu-
ries; avoid all entanglements; lock it
up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. . . . The
only place outside heaven where you can be perfectly safe
from all the dangers . . . of love is hell.”

To love is to take risks, to expose our hearts. Sometimes it
hurts! It hurt Jesus Christ, but He kept on loving—even at
the cost of His life. And He asked us to “love one another as
I have loved you” (John 15:12).

Truly loving that spouse, that teenager, that neighbor, that
colleague is Christlike, and it’s better than locking your
heart in the coffin of self-centeredness. —Dave Egner

THINKING IT OVER
How have you been hurt by those you’ve tried to love?
Have you been tempted to withhold your
love from them as a result?

20
Nothing costs as much as loving—

except not loving.
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Week 2 Eighty-four years ago, Eric Liddell
Tuesday electrified the world by capturing

an Olympic gold medal in the 400
TRAIN TO meters—a race he was not expected to
FINISH STRONG  win. Liddell was the favorite at 100

meters, but he had withdrawn from
READ: that race after learning the qualifying
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 heats would be on Sunday, a day he
observed as one of worship and rest.

| discipline my body Instead of lamenting his lost chance in
and bring it into the 100, he spent the next 6 months
subjection. training for the 400—and set a new

—1 Corinthians 9:27 Olympic record.

Paul used a sports metaphor to
emphasize the Christian’s need for
spiritual discipline. “Everyone who
competes for the prize is temperate in
all things” (1 Corinthians 9:25), that is,
goes into strict training. “Now they do

it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable
crown.” Paul longed to remain faithful to Christ because he
wanted to bring the message of salvation to others (vv.19,27).

Throughout Liddell’s life, he disciplined himself spiritu-
ally each day by spending time in God’s Word and in prayer.
He remained faithful until he died of a brain tumor in a
Japanese internment camp during World War 1.

Strengthened by the grace and power of God, Eric Liddell
ran well and finished strong in the race of life. And so can we.
— David McCasland

To win the race of life in Christ,
This must become our daily goal:
To trust in God for grace and strength,
For discipline and self-control. —Sper

22 .
In the race of life,

it takes discipline to finish strong.
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Week 2 I n Jamaica, every kid knows about
Wednesday pushcarts. They are wooden crates-

on-wheels that people all over the
NEW IDEAS island nation fix up the best they can

NEEDED so they can race them headlong down

steep hills in competition. Pushcart
READ: races are an exciting part of the cul-
Proverbs 16:1-9 ture of this tropical land.

One day a couple of guys had an
Amansheartplanshis  jdea. If pushcart racers could drive

way, but the LORD these carts down hills at breakneck
dlirects s stes. speeds, why not use the same skills to
—Proverbs 16:9 race a bobsled in the Olympics? Why

not, indeed! With that, the famous
Jamaican bobsled team was born.
Through innovation and hard work, a
sport that cannot possibly be com-
peted in the land of sun and beaches
became a new symbol of Jamaica.
What a few Jamaicans did in their homeland, all of us as
Christians should be willing to do—think of new, innovative
ways to use the tools we have. And in the case of our
churches, we’re not talking about something as temporary as
sports—we’re talking about making an eternal difference.
Paul said that we should use all means so that we can save
some. That means we have to be creative. What a difference
each of us could make by spending time thinking of new
ways to reach our community with the gospel. You can do
it! —Dave Branon
The love of Christ has freed us,
Has lifted us from shame;
Now we should do as He did,
And reach out in His name. —Egner

24
The next person you meet, may need to meet Christ.
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Week 2 t 7 p.m. on October 20, 1968, a
Thursday few thousand spectators re-

mained in the Mexico City Olympic

FINISH Stadium. It was almost dark. The last

THE RACE of the marathon runners were stum-
bling across the finish line.

READ: Finally, the spectators heard the

2 Timothy 4:6-18  wail of sirens on police cars. As eyes
turned to the gate, a lone runner wear-
| have fought the good ing the colors of Tanzania staggered
fight, I have finished into the stadium. His name was John
the race, I have kept  Stephen Akhwari. He was the last
the faith. contestant to finish the 26-mile, 385-
—2Timothy 4:7 yard contest. His leg had been injured
in a fall and was bloodied and crudely
bandaged. He hobbled the final lap
around the track.
The spectators rose and applauded
him as though he were the winner.
After he had crossed the finish line, someone asked him why
he had not quit. He replied simply, “My country did not send
me 7,000 miles to start the race. They sent me 7,000 miles
to finish it.”

Not all heroes receive medals. Yet those who faithfully
live for Christ, as the apostle Paul did, know that someday
they will receive a crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8).
The Lord, the righteous Judge, will reward all those who
long for Christ’s return, are faithful in spite of difficulties,
and finish the race. —Haddon Robinson

Help me to watch and pray
And on Thyself rely;
And let me ne’er my trust betray,
But press to realms on high. —Wesley

26
Work for God done well will receive

God’s “Well done!”
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Week 2
Friday

| BEAT
My BODY

READ:
1 Corinthians 9:24-27

| beat my body and
make it a slave.
—1 Corinthians 9:27

s the 1952 Olympics in Helsinki,

Finland, approached, Czecho-
slovakian runner Emil Zatopek was
not in good shape. He had been suf-
fering a glandular infection, and his
doctor told him he wasn’t well enough
to compete. But this was the
Olympics, so Zatopek decided to
travel to Finland.

First, he ran in the 5,000 meter
race—and set a new Olympic record.
Then he ran in the 10,000 meter race,
and set another Olympic record. Each
time he ran, those who observed him
saw a man who seemed at any
moment ready to collapse into a heap
because of the pain he was suffering.

But Zatopek wasn’t done. When the
call went out for the marathon, he

decided to give that a try. Despite never having run a
marathon, you guessed it, Zatopek won the race in Olympic
record time. He had battled adversity, he had done his best
and more, and he was victorious.

How many of us have ever served God with similar dili-
gence and sacrifice? How many of us will serve so hard—
will “beat my body” as Paul said—that the pain shows?
How many of us go “into strict training” so we can serve

God wholeheartedly?

Learn from Emil—run hard in God’s service. —Dave Branon
To run the race of life in Christ,
This must become your daily goal:
Confess your sins, trust God for strength,
Use discipline and self-control. —Sper

28

Life is a series of battles. Are you training to win?



H2x 1 52d Ag=e] A7) S3ol o
=24 7191 9L u) A FZ =2 ole]
A $35 od A A7

HEZ XITE b7 v dgos n5 a5l
£ 20l FH e 19 A7t A7)

A7 o Zrlslrldl 4] Eaicta B3lsu T
T2EHA 9:24-27 J2A &P olQl7|o] AR L AT

o 7P = A% PFyet.

LU BE A =B oA, IE 5000 g2l S e
A g2 Ut oAl o eelg 7128 s=eleiguTh T 10,000
3 200 0D ER0] oy )] Seln S 27128
gaol =t F{Ugo S ARSI 7 O ek ke
-RENN 9:27 B2 o Qg 1 vl Al

= gokE Rl REv|A FUAHE 2 2
&8 Heksyth
a2 AR 2R =4 ety
T57t 366 o} vlehE S 84o] sk o 2= @
Al=s) B2 2R Py niekee g
A S HA] @oksol e Edlay, A= dSPAARE 2= 29
2 7)1 5= Al SRR EsYT e e s A4 o)
=i el S AlsHh
FelE T drht B2 AlhEo] shpd & 471718 7k 3 AA
d pAldeta gA o = 4 et 925 3 E AR vl
o] TE AA "W F= 27| 744 5pH Dale] A7l e B
AE T U278 2l S R Aol "R ol A s meE o
sl shubd & 4127182
ol A1 wigATE shbd& 47171 9lel 2 & thef 2ol
A ATk
Te]zk kA QS Be-dsle A
oJ A& Y] HH7} Eo]of dh= A
F& mela 3E &) e shpdE o) x[a)et

3d Tt A5k}

|

—

0=
rlo

HL 0! Molct. S2I5H7| Hall EHSK=I1?

29



MAHO O L
oo0o=2 Cu
A 7t2] ol

o
RS e & A G bl ek

9] ofilA] ob & JNAE S5 24 Ao BelFuith
SR L cIPiel ] /1 I el 940 Al
LA LA Aolzlz /\]-o]-jl U Th A& Q7o) EAdA
22 s AiAelgta FstaL dFU T 4 %‘%Ulﬂﬂe iE
2 E AR AFUR AF L AT R 7= A2 FRAKOR
7he A& witha 7leun 73S ded ol i s st
= A g8l 7159 Zlo] opdytt.

2. 889 B&Y

Al 241 =2l A 2,000 'd Hel] 7R o] Afof Abo] 7w
et 259 FR7FAREShs A7 ef olAtelx ok -go] dAI1 Y

ohefid e S ol o glo] nEaITh

.32 B=ECE O XHE floiA Zrict

Apse] shd & flaiA i ok Ao] opivpd T4

f—TL.oW %‘2}% AdYeh AR EE flal 23 2e A xS o
oAl FAE 2 ol & AUtk 2- T 4782 E21A]




o v|2ele] Begel Aol m ARt &) o) $8 AU 1
D479 AAEE Shbdel <la) 37 sieka
SPaie] AfgrEe] e WAlshdAe Bk 1

slg7] uhel A 5ol el 92 o)

SIThl 473 & 22 Aol 9 5§12 A

o

4, B4 Les J|18s
ghek B 7} I 22} o] S8z ZeiR|A] gt oA
S-S gidlaA wale A S dolHHYTh whek dldo] &
2 07 F-go| A Aolx] hhrhE Abe uhE-& 71 =] AlYo] A
A Qo] A7 RS Aok FuTh (A 15:14-17). 412373
& o gl Ak B2 EAZ ARRES] o &S AAZl e o]
AR o] AFE F Y= AZH Bl o1 o (@A
15:1-8). g o] 5ol A F&3lxl i A A A w ol B2
So| e dFUth B AISEL 150 Mg 2 Ne A uf o B
< 9AHYLE A UAREL T150] AR S g1 gl Ao B
A7) ek B2 A7) Ao ti 7 A= 3 S A

e

[}
=
x

=

£ oo

b

5. 479 Hey

160009 724 409 o] the AAHEo] 373 6678 7124
Uk o 303 A1} 2720] Shbde] Fe] Agel i 3 7
olob| & 2 Gsrieh 15t tie] et B 4 e MY F
23 AR, Z "} o} ol/le] UK, oI Shb S % % 9)
W, "$218 MEA 0|5kl gl PaEA A 5 IS of thak

D S Fa syt

B0 A Y RI2le] FEY
o) A1 B A2l =el 3 vhal <) desk

&2
o
>,
i
[rt
o,
oXx
o,
1o

31



FUTh 2y &) mmehse] wHEslA A7 7158 Alren g
AE3} B3H4AEL wZFsUnh A7to] A YR A 7|2
U850 galse] 23 AR T D& Theiths A BT

p

n:1>

of
dlade EEER ol el dre 2 A7 W8-S dsshls U o
T 7o e Bethke AE B syt (4111 5:17-
I ok RAFHTE V8|71 g7 lA
= B S AL A7 dastA v et o] Ag 7ol 2 WAl st
o] S78ke Aol2rt 22 137t 9A8S &7 flste] WAl @715
HakA] of st (8 5:39-40).

8. 47 oilole] Mty

TA A RE AL o} 25 W Alo] 311] FEAIES o3
FHth o] 2gtd AFEo] of&e] o 2 Fof7hr] Ao ‘j/‘ﬂE o]
gtallo] A AskA] @& Aol i shdoe] 15/ Y B2 84S

ol MAPELE 2 A ]Eioiﬁ‘:‘rﬂ O] BogA Yeks *ﬂ‘r‘ﬂa]m—

o FFUTHR 283D, ©] REARKIES AP o = Lok
Yt} ek ojjele] Sl v ]O}ﬂ%% Pt vA b= OPUr
HO| AFE ol 4] skl A Algte] o] 2A] ka3 AllA o 5}
S 7ty

< [ 3

0, Mzo| MY

742 2000019 Bt EAa 2.7 ST 2 7 AL B 2 of
W A QAR 29 Al i vl & e A gl A4}
o Be)1 A7H T A A% gLk B L e Be wE
) A7} e A

(S8
(38}



10. M2 HiE Aol 52
3780l 7158 ArE B e
HskE 1 o Yoplte AMd S & 5 21%‘4"%- dﬁﬂ“é% *él 4“‘ %’iol
B2 ARSI YA AR E A F= ZLUUTh oSt
A AL B3| 2 ET} Aal 7o) Al Bo AlEEo] 9| 2ulek] )
AN AtellA] SaiRte] AlgrEollA] ke Gte] RHS 7FEAI4]
FUT 2N 13786 7158 nkeo] Al tigh BAtllA &
T A0 A sk vhaE 2 S AFU T

r>

! éxm OFglLICt,

o] 21223l ) 2)o] ek exlehe Pale Al
2] F919) Aol 27 AAF A H 24719
1sq4:a4ﬂﬁq WA Hahs arjzed o
79 AAN7NE w2 & B ook gk 43R
g} glo] 7%4—&—;—%012?% g ged =%

=8

olafahe 3 A Fog e A2 olel 7t
Pz AT 9ol ek nE U5 0 ol
2 913 oat 847} S2lolA) 2 B ek ek 2 9l
shtdel °1°l941ff4 3t ol = lofofsheA] a0l FE A
FL F1s 2 BRPEE 7] e 9739] $eloll 7

ol
o
oo

C
iu)
A
o, oX,

o ox oﬂ,

al

_)i{ WY, I
rx 2
olN oM

% o

]

¢

N o

paik

o o 1o g
L

]

1

o rr = rfr &
r

o

me 2 e ox
—lo igl_, ol
(‘ ox,
i3

o o

|

rlo

Y

o, > il

po)
o
i
EalN

oo O eHS7El 482 e UE 5 ASUKR?
b aﬂ:’ www.disceveryseries.org/q0402= Z2i3}
A SUEAINS.

[

5

b

33



Week 3 fter winning a b_ronze_ medal in the
Monday 2004 Olympics in Athens,

wrestler Rulon Gardner took off his

WALKING shoes, placed them in the center of the
AWAY mat, and walked away in tears.
Through that symbolic act, Gardner
READ: announced his retirement from the
Exodus 33:12-20 sport which had defined his life for
many years.
My Presence will go Times of walking away come to all
with you, and | will of us, and they can be emotionally
give you rest. wrenching. Aloved one “walks away”
—Exodus 33:14 in death. A child moves away from

home. We leave a job or a community
and it feels as if we’ve left everything
behind. But when we know the Lord,
we never have to walk into an
unknown future alone.

It’s worth pausing to reflect on how
much the children of Israel walked away from when Moses
led them out of Egypt. They left the heavy burden of slav-
ery, but they also left everything stable and predictable they
had ever known. Later, when the Lord told Moses, “My
Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” (Exodus
33:14), Moses replied, “If Your Presence does not go with
us, do not bring us up from here” (v.15).

During our most difficult times, our stability comes from
the presence and peace of God. Because He goes with us, we
can walk into the future with confidence. — David McCasland

I never walk alone, Christ walks beside me,
He is the dearest Friend I’ve ever known;
With such a Friend to comfort and to guide me,
I never, no, | never walk alone. —Ackley

34
Every loss leaves a space

that only God’s presence can fill.
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Week 3
Tuesday

GO FOR
THE GOLD!

READ:
Revelation 3:14-22

I counsel you to buy
from Me gold refined in
the fire, that you may
be rich.

—Revelation 3:18

Carl Lewis won four gold medals
in the 1984 Summer Olympics.
Despite his outstanding performance,
he was accused of holding back in the
long jump. Instead of going for the
world record, he stopped competing
after his first jump, confident that he
would win the gold. Carl said that the
Olympic trials had taken more out of
him than he had expected, so he
decided to save his strength for the
other events. He explained that he was
there to win gold medals—not to set
records that would probably last only
a short time.

This reminds me of what the Bible
says about making the choice to use
our time and energy for actions that
have lasting value. The people in the

church at Laodicea failed to do this (Revelation 3:14-22).
Our Lord saw that their values were misplaced, for they took
pride in their riches and self-sufficiency. So He told them
they were lukewarm spiritually and were not relying on God
(vv.15-17). They had to decide—would they keep pursuing
temporal things, or would they go for the eternal gold of

God’s approval?

That’s the challenge we face today. Our task is not to
please the people around us. Our purpose is to win the eter-
nal approval of our Lord. —Mart De Haan

Do we spend ourselves on what will last
Or what will fade away?
Let’s not strive to win the world’s gold,
But Christ’s “well done” one day. —Sper

36

Our real wealth is what we invest for eternity.
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Week 3 hat if you were told this morn-
Wednesday ing that today was to be your

last day on earth? How would you

YOUR spend ‘its fleeting hours? Whom
LAST DAY would you insist on seeing? Would

your behavior differ radically from
READ: what it usually is?

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 ~ Someone has wisely said, “You
should treat every day as if it’s your

Let us not sleep, as last one, because one of these days
others do, but let us you’re going to be right.”
watch and be sober. There’s no getting around it.

—1 Thessalonians 56 \Whether our earthly life ends by acci-
dent, illness, the ravages of age, or our
Lord’s return, one of these days will
be our last. That’s why we should
guard so carefully the things we do
and the words we say.

We ought to be tying up the loose
ends of long-neglected matters by expressing our love and
gratitude to others, by seeking reconciliation with an alien-
ated friend, or by sharing the gospel with a neighbor.

Perhaps you’ve even been putting off accepting Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior until some more convenient
day. But that day may never come. Since your last day on
earth can be so unexpected, heed Paul’s inspired words:
“Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva-
tion” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Are you living each day as if it
were your last? —Vernon Grounds

THINKING IT OVER
What are the five most important things you
would do if this were your last day on earth?
Would you seek out God?

38
What would you change

if this day were your last?
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Week 3 hat happens to us when we die?
Thursday That mystery has intrigued peo-

ple down through the ages.

A MYSTERY Some researchers are cautiously
SOLVED suggesting that they may be close to

an answer. They are checking into
READ: reports from individuals who claim to

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 have undergone near-death experi-
ences that took them beyond time and

If aman dies, space. Some analysts think that fur-
shall he live again? ther research will eventually solve the
—Job 14:14 mystery of death.

Must we anxiously await their ver-
dict? By no means! God has already
revealed in the Bible what happens
after death.

If we have trusted God’s Son Jesus
Christ as our Savior, we know we will
be “present with the Lord” when we

die (2 Corinthians 5:8). Paul said that because Christ died
for our sins and rose from the grave, “Death is swallowed up
in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54). But those who reject
Christ will have to face God’s fierce judgment and an eter-
nity in hell (Revelation 20:11-15).

Anyone looking for clues about what happens to us when
we die would be wise to research the Bible. It gives us
God’s answer to the most pressing question of the ages.
Christ’s empty tomb assures us that it is a mystery already
solved. —Vernon Grounds

He lives, and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives, my future to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there. —Medley

Because Christ lives,
death is not tragedy but triumph.
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Week 3 n the days after the French Revolu-
Friday tion, a man tried to start a new reli-
gion that he believed was superior to
Christianity. But he was disappointed
EMPTY PROOF at his lack of success. He revealed his
frustration to a clergyman and asked
READ: what he could do.
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 The clergyman replied that it was
no easy task to begin a new reli-
He rose again the third  gion—so difficult that he had noth-
day according to the ing to suggest. But after a moment’s
Scriptures. reflection, he said, “There’s one plan
—1Corinthians 154 that you might want to consider. Why
don’t you get yourself crucified and
rise again the third day?”
The firm foundation of the Christ-
ian faith is an empty tomb. The New
Testament declares that the death of
Jesus paid the penalty for our sin.
But how can anyone know for sure that Christ’s crucifix-
ion was acceptable to God? It doesn’t matter much what
we think of the death of Jesus; what matters is what God
thinks about it.

God’s approval of the sacrifice Jesus made for us is
proven by the resurrection. It stands as God’s signed receipt
that He is completely satisfied. Without the resurrection,
Christianity has nothing much to offer the world. But the
fact that Christ died and then rose from the grave “is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes”
(Romans 1:16). —Haddon Robinson

THINKING IT OVER
Some have said that Christianity is a relationship,
not a religion. Do you have that relationship?

42
Because of Christ’s empty tomb,

we can be full of hope.



M35 =1 2 8 o] of@ Algto] 75w

224 =2 vt o £5dtn e ARe £
R E e B = PAL L Y
2 5A 2} 9] 2 e e A
2 o JAR|A] ERaie oju)

NES 27k B9z
T2IEHMAM 15:1-8 O AR 2L 2WE AFEths

- R 4% Pol ohi] A2 L ojed7]
a0 E B ey ang o] ok gcka g
SmEeEk 54 AgUTh 2 Azl 5 s

sﬂ-é-l,]q “3t 714 ;2 & ksl ol 9)
R 3t Al 2Rl e] At A& at
SLARE T ThA] Aol o] 87t 87
7150 Ao gag A= W FES]
Ytk Ao 42 dlre] 5ol w29 #
e o A ATk A E et AR 1
gl tee] ARpPdel Aol shudl &
HHAEA w7 EE 5 AFHIR dade] SaE ek ole
Al Bzrek=rbe BA7F obdUth 4171 B &4—3— 0]"4"’] 7 A
SRR,
ShaAA aE]ame] SR ES Toslvhe A HEE T
o] gyt ZAL shupdrAA Q‘r{*é‘l THESIA ThaL 5 A skl
iUt F2o] glole 7|5t Al el Al5d Aol tﬂiO}
syoh 28y a2l awr %0/‘]2 Foll A Aolal A
W Aol P& FAIE el Selol BUL (& 1 6.
dl 22|k HRp7pe] YelAt
ke A FHY
E’l:-lo]];\f 07077L],AI O
28] Fo4)0] £ SA2

2574150

43
&2 “r} 0|FUCY = MXI2| LZ0

“Ol" o= ci5t AEo| Agto|C)



L L
AMO O O|L ]
94138 P F ot ol

1. SHH e
Bk pelol} 21418 WREhE e oboAl A7l ol
7HI9E AQUTE AL vhelolol ] 33 02 oF 52 e Al
e Ak ek B o] ool shbde] oFEUT (x
1:26:35). mhelobh AR LS Arkel alsdo] SARE e AS e}
A 234 Aol DRPH FAT A GG vielole] ofS
of 4o thE ARFEe] 43} T Aol fgieh vhelolel SV
e 7H 4 2 olob |7 HI9S AL

2. SILIOIPIA Q17I0l XIS oflotst Tofe| ofeix}

700 3 o|AJo} el iz o] @A leigisrLih "ol g ob]7}
S0 Wi & 015 SelollA 341 v EI Qe Lol AL
£ w95 1 ol B A1 A, Al el shiole), el
Al o2} 7] o} & AloleF (R} 96). o| Aok gk o]
? e e "2 ER TN 8] A2z J8olA 34 A
ol2} 2} 17} Qefele] of5-S $ Aol & 1 o] S Yukralo]
2 ate)ef (714, Qukralol e "ol $2lek g Gl ol
Qe

44



3 EHS st HAS
@ A Al S frule] BAEeA ol setelol o)
Fb7]e]| Hel B Aolehn 3l e G 2614).
A7t ol 2s] Bayg] et mek 7} & WgelA vA 2 7] Ee
242 167 Aohed} @5 sle] Fuo] 182 3o 75
FHHOM 2 )28 FAR ISP el Aol ] 7
Q) o}71% w2 el 3l0] el A2} e’ 5 210-12).

4, SH=0il LEHeH =X

SRS S whet ol = gk 2elA st 7]
g wAJoks MARFUT ok el dAE L ado] A g
I E (0 24:170] o]z SE Aol olop el sk
Uttt o] A2k o] zetdle] WiEH el ©AE Flojn 19 "2
&3, Bizdyel S AFunHe] 52

5. gelet AlIF

dado] B 5 ol d S A HAFEo] updE Aol A
goh 252 Fe] AR v A ddE A AR AY
o} dlsd 94171 4001 A mpl o Heatd v de Fielel
Al & AR S 7FEE o A S AR AFYCHE T:13-14;
9:24-21).

6. siLte SSeke Metet oled

sl A PFU T dlgdE o}
Bepsto] U] ARE W7k =vet (8 858) gk st als T
CH7E =viet ghe 2 shobd A ZAleAl 24l Sa] 9
&l k4l AUTE & 3140 "Uek oAl = shdelyzl” (2 10:30)
Y7t e GAE ™ U oA = dgkoe| =} (2147, ol e
dd = AReAU S 28t 2 dld & GRS U Aok

£,
E)
rlo
r]I.
B
:?L_‘,
ol
o
=
_*:JT I

45



A 57 obgol Al 21o] opA| ol Al sk Aol Byttt

7. OlElo] FITSE of4Lg HuyE

e A AL Fo] ShY Erprt B-akell o S HgkS )
teo] 3= uje] shubd” ol gl FRIHU T8 20:28). A 23R
TR} o] 715305 T ElEo] W] Al g} o] ko] i
43 37 Alg e o] de & shupdolAlyal 27t el e shud
3} S AR 3 gHEo] IR wn| ol 2] v} H]9l ol A& Ao] &}

T 7k glole E Aol glimet. . W] S2le] Hof 2] 71
o] AstAle] $-217F 2 93-S By opmr| o] FAYzle] Fol 8 L3
o} A7t Rkt (8 1:1-3, 14).

8. 5iLil =02 ojaHg WSt 19| A4

FTAEASE ANES A 29 A 250l ]t
Hhz 21 Abge] 22 S48l ET L Adteha S & o) olxje}
2r o] ofA| 9} shtela ahS W) BRI ek S EA
5e 5% 50 WR AL e 271U E B2 A2 E Aol o
2 UL Aol vz} Aol Hlo} A sbdole} o]z
(21033 231 alo] o579 & Zole] iz,

uin

AN ARE el o] 2ol 715594 ol ke BALE wol
Hort oA ol g 715 ge 32 o5 shbael o5 12l
£0)41 WA k2] ol EVE2 W 2 ol 8S §le] 4E e

AA &2 golyal’ (8.20:30-3D

46



10, EMMSIC Of RRIRHE ojpglol 83
B AlEo] 2228 Alofeta F eyt et v gk
glo] Th Alerse) 22 thils] 71740] Zi%uich o daledute] &
& A 71N ol shide) okg & SR e dlsdol 2
22 AR 3 98]l Fof| dlgd-2 19 717 Al A 5009
o] Y= AIAE el 409 < e st 1558). w02
47 2 29150 oA A R@ald] 41E 2] Ko} 15 7]
ES WAL 52 olok PFUTE L5 At flollA o
W2 ohA o S BP0 1 S o SR m R ol
AL HUAHEA o dE, “esd tsle] Fuld Ysls
g5te] TR o] 2 )l aw FAU R el Ag WAEe] o
=t ZolejAlA FAFHTH
A2 =X} OfelLCh
ol5H] Aol g ZelR 2715l tis) ztet v Palo] Eehe]
& =700] Ekn BAehe A FAPE b BALE 5ol
el o}59lg oA 2 Rofolut 3= mgich e B3t
SR ERZ LT R %‘WJ%H’F%’* S RAYVT whef a7
73k o] A2 HAA HAA L dAle] dad S WolSold ol
UE gAlS HolEoh), whok c;ﬂ/‘b] o] Fle] AE &A1 A
A N 8 FA12 SRS 7o 2 wolgol Arkes W o
S9lok 1= gale] PelRjolat AAHol A Fo] | AYuith o]
aﬁzwmﬂwmm ahhdol Balg Slal ke A2
LAk A

{

O

EI

ol giS72l: JglAEE = Zo| of gHsh A
U7

www.disceveryseries.org/q1104= S2laHA
G I=ESIN I,

47



Week 4 You can’t show a greater love for
Monday people than James Harrison

demonstrated. And he did it for people
NO GREATER  he didn’t even know.

LOVE Harrison, a member of the Ouachita

Baptist University choir, was return-
READ: ing home from Europe with his fellow
Mark 12:28-34 singers. As their plane was landing in

Little Rock, Arkansas, it was hit by
Greater love has no heavy rains and high winds. The jet
one than this, thanto skidded off the runway and hit a bank
lay down one'slife for of Jights, ripping open the fuselage.
his friends. As chaos reigned and flames broke
—John 1513 out in the mangled plane, Harrison
began to help others. Over and over,
he pulled passengers to safety and
ran back to the plane for more. On
his last trip into the burning wreck-
age, he was overcome with smoke.
He didn’t make it out alive.

At his funeral, the choir director quoted John 15:13,
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s
life for his friends.” Jesus was really speaking of His own
death on our behalf, and the choir leader pointed out the
value of this ultimate sacrifice.

We may never be called upon to make the kind of sacrifice
Harrison made during that tragedy. Yet every day we have
opportunities to set aside our comfort to love our neighbors
(Mark 12:31). How much love do we show? —Dave Branon

The more Christ’s love within us grows,
The more His graciousness outflows;
And when we face a fiery test,

His love we then will manifest. —Hess

In a world that “couldn’t care less,”
Christ wants us to care more.
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Week 4 he finish line was in view. In fact,
Tuesday from Lindsey Jacobellis’ perspec-

tive, it was right under her. As she

FINISH flew through the air at the end of the
STRONG women’s snowboard cross competi-

tion in the 2006 Olympics, she needed
READ: simply to land on her skis and cross
2 Timothy 4:1-8 the finish line to win the gold medal.

But as she soared toward the ground,

I may finish my race she did a toe-grab of her board—a bit

with joy. of a show-off move—and lost her bal-

—Acts 20:24 ance. She crashed to the snow and as
she slid down the hill, the secon-
dplace boarder zoomed past her and
into first place.

Years of dedication and sacrifice
had gone into Jacobellis’ career to get
her to that point. A stellar perfor-
mance at the Games had put her sec-

onds away from the coveted gold medal. All Lindsey had to
do was finish strong, and sports immortality would be hers.
For whatever reason, though, she lost her concentration just
long enough to ruin everything.

If we look at each day as another opportunity to serve
God and glorify Him with the “ministry . . . received from
the Lord Jesus,” how will that change how we finish? Will
it spur us to look at every personal encounter as a chance to
be Jesus to that person? Will it challenge us to use each word
and action as a reflection of His greatness? If we want to fin-
ish strong, there will be no room for actions that point the
spotlight on ourselves. —Dave Branon

What are some ways you can encourage someone
else today? How can you put the spotlight on them?

50
We can do great things for the Lord

if we are willing to do little things for others.
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Week 4 D 0 you like continued stories? Let’s
Wednesday say you’'re reading a maga-

zine article or watching a television
TOBE program for half an hour, and you
CONTINUED come to the place where the hero

plunges into the water to rescue his
READ: drowning sweetheart. Then you’re left
Hebrews 11:8-16 hanging in the air with the words: “To
be continued.” How disappointing!

Here we have no | have quite a different response to
continuing city, the inscription on the tombstone of a
but we seek the one follower of Christ. It reads: “To Be
to come. Continued Above.”

~ Hebrews 13:14 Yes, this life is but the first chap-

ter of the book of life. Whether that

chapter is long or short, it is not the

end, but it is to be continued. For the

believer, it will be continued in

heaven with our Lord. There is no
break between the chapters; you don’t have to wait till
next month’s installment or tune in next week to hear the
concluding episode. Chapter two follows chapter one
without interruption. It is continued immediately, for “to
be absent from the body [is] to be present with the Lord”
(2 Corinthians 5:8).

What will the next chapter be for you? It will be written
sooner or later, either in heaven or in hell. Remember, when
your time comes to die, that is not the end. Your story is “to
be continued”—but where? —M. R. De Haan

Life’s fleeting days will soon be o’er
When death ends all that’s gone before;
Yet life in Christ continues still,

For all who lived to do His will. —D. De Haan

52
Death is the last chapter of time,

but the first chapter of eternity.
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Week 4 he headline read: UNANSWERED
Thursday PRAYERS: LETTERS TO GOD FOUND
DumPED IN OCEAN.

The letters, 300 in all and sent to a
LOST PRAYERS New Jersey minister, had been tossed

in the ocean, most of them unopened.

READ: The minister was long dead. How the
Psalm 86:1-7 letters came to be floating in the surf
off the New Jersey shore is a mystery.
In the day of my The letters were addressed to the
trouble I'will call upon minister because he had promised to
You, for You will pray. Some of the letters asked for
answer me. frivolous things; others were written
—Psalm 86:7

by anguished spouses, children, or
widows. They poured out their hearts
to God, asking for help with relatives
who were abusing drugs and alcohol,
or spouses who were cheating on
them. One asked God for a husband
and father to love her child. The reporter concluded that all
were “unanswered prayers.”

Not so! If those letter-writers cried out to God, He heard
each one of them. Not one honest prayer is lost to His ears.
“All my desire is before You,” David wrote in the midst of
a deep personal crisis, “and my sighing is not hidden from
You” (Psalm 38:9). David understood that we can cast all
our cares on the Lord, even if no one else prays for us. He
confidently concluded, “In the day of my trouble I will call
upon You, for You will answer me” (86:7). —David Roper

God has given you His promise
That He hears and answers prayer;
He will heed your supplication
If you cast on Him your care. —Bernstecher

54 i
Jesus hears our faintest cry.
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Week 4 hen | donated blood some time
Friday ago, a nurse gave me a card to

read while a pint of the vital red fluid
THERE WHEN was flowing out of my vein. The card

YOU NEED IT showed the percentages of people
who have the different blood types.

READ: Here are some of them:
Hebrews 9:11-22 O Positive............... 37.4%

A Positive................ 35.7%
The blood of Jesus A Negative................. 6.3%
Christ His Son B Negative................. 1.5%
cleanses us fromallsin.— The rarest, AB Negative, is found in
—1John 1:7 only 1 in 167 people, or 0.6% of the

population. Then the card made this
eye-catching statement: “The rarest
blood type is the one that’s not there
when you need it.”
That reminded me of a supply of
blood that is one of a kind and always
available to those who ask for it. First John 1:7 states, “The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

It was the death of Christ, the shedding of His blood, that
satisfied the demand of a holy God as payment for our sins
(Hebrews 9:12,22). So now, whenever a person cries out in
faith to God, repenting of his sin and pleading for forgive-
ness, his prayer for salvation is answered.

| am deeply grateful that Jesus was willing to die on the
cross, giving His blood for me, so that forgiveness was
available when | needed it. Aren’t you? — Dave Egner

THINKING IT OVER
How can you be sure God will let you into heaven? Read
Safe And Secure: The Permanence Of Salvation
at www.discoveryseries.org/q0606

56 ) i } :
Jesus takes our sin and gives us His salvation.
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